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Sustainable water resources management in the context 
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Lessons learned from Vietnam River Network (VRN) 

in policy advocacy on water resources 
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GENERAL NOTES 
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1. Water resources - vital resources  for people and 
sustainable  prosperous development of country

2. Sustainable water resources management in the context
of climate change in Vietnamese Mekong Delta

2. Roles of Vietnam River Network  (VRN) in policy 
advocacy for protecting of water resources  and keeping 
sustainable development
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WATER RESOURCES - VITAL RESOURCES 
FOR PEOPLE AND SUSTAINABLE PROSPEROUS 

DEVELOPMENT OF VIETNAM
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 Water - Resource for maintening human life - survival  
and development of a peoples and of a nation.

 Human being can live shortage of many things but  
not Water - Air.

 All forms of lifes depend on Water. Water transforms  all 
other forms into products for human consumption.

 Water is the most important foundation for ensuring 
health - creating jobs - maintaining livelihoods for  
people - ensuring the sustainable development of the  
country's socio-economy.

BASIC CONCEPTS
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RIVER SYSTEMS 
AND WATER RESOURCES OF VIETNAM

River systems in Vietnam 

 Vietnam has 2372 rivers with
length of >10 km.

 13 major rivers and tributaries with
basins of more than 10,000 km2, 
namley Red, Thai Binh,  Bang Giang 
- Ky Cung, Ma, Ca,  Vu Gia-Thu Bon, 
Ba, Dong Nai,  Mekong (Cuu Long), 
Da, Lo, Se  San, and Srepok.

 10/13 large river basins are inter-
state rivers - Basin area outside 
the country’s territory is
3.3 times in-country basin area
(MONRE 2006)
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 In view of ownership of water resources: Vietnam  is not rich in water.

 Heavily depending on water outside of nation’s  boder (Mekong, Red, 
Ma, Ca etc. river basins).

 Both surface and ground water at risks of  degradation and
exhaustion due to pollution,  overexploitation, inefficient use and 
poor management and increasing impact by climate  change

 Development of dams reservoir with high density  in all river systems 
in country.

 Legal and inlegal occupation/invading of flood  discharge
corridors occurring in  large scale for  selfish interests of some 
benefit groups and  because of lack of knowledge.

 Discharge of waste water from industrial - urban – craft villages 
causing serious pollution of surface  and ground water.

REMARKS

2Sustainable water resources management 
in the context of climate change 
in the Vietnamese Mekong delta

2
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Riparian countries: 
China (Yunnan province), 
Myanmar, Lao PDR, 
Thailand, Cambodia, 
and Vietnam    

Basin area:  795,000 km2

(21th rank in the World)

River length:  4880 km (12th)
Annual water volume:  475 km3 (8th)

Population:  >  60 million 
(projected 120 million by 2025)

The Mekong River is called the “Mother Stream” as a natural source for feeding at 
least 60 million people.

Agriculture, aquaculture/ fishery and forestry production activities are main 
likelihoods of more than 70% rural people.

THE MEKONG RIVER SYSTEM HAS A HIGH 
POTENTIALS FOR HYDROPOWER DEVELOPMENT
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The Mekong River Delta is the most downstream region of the whole 
Lancang – Mekong Basin before entering the East Sea.

The MD is a biggest agriculture and aquaculture production region of 
Vietnam (2.4 mil. ha of agricultural land/ 4 mil. ha total area).

Delta supplies more than 
53% of the nation’s staple 
rice and crop food, 80% of 
the total fish production, 
and 75% of fruits for 
domestic and export.  

CLIMATE CHANGE AND SEA LEVEL RISE
IS CONSIDERED AS ONE OF THE BIGGEST CHALLENGES TO MD
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ROLE OF VIETNAM RIVERS NETWORK (VRN) IN  
PROTECTION OF WATER RESOURCES AND  

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

3
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VIETNAM RIVERS NETWORK - VRN

Vietnam Rivers Network –VRN was established in November 2005 – is an open
forum that attracts participation of non-governmental organizations,
researchers, academics and officials in a number of government agencies and
communities local people with similar interests in river protection and
sustainable development in Vietnam.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

Open multi-dimensional forums for receiving and 
sharing information, facilitating  knowledge and 
experience learned. 

 Raise awareness and capacity  building for members 
and communities.

Expanding and strengthening exchanges and 
cooperation with relevant partners.

Perform independent monitoring and evaluation  
and policy advocacy on water resources based  on 
scientific and practical base
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TOPICS OF INTEREST

 Social and environmental impacts of hydropower  development

 River pollution.

 Impacts of climate change on water resources and livelihoods of riparian
communities.

 Impacts of mineral exploitation on rivers, water resources  and affected
communities.

 To protect the watershed, to protect the biodiversity of the  rivers.

 Water resources management in river basins.

 Safeguard policy monitoring of WB and ADB

 and so on.

MEMBERS

Members: 200 members

- National non-governmental organizations, scientific  
organizations, scientists, and environmentalists …

Key members:

 Center for Water Resources Conservation and Development  
(WARECOD) – Coordinatior

 Center for Sustainable Development for Water andClimate 
Change Adaptation (CEWAEC)

 Green Innovation Development Center (GreenID)

 Center for Social Development & Research (CSRD)

Website: http://vrn.org.vn
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NUMBERS OF POLICY ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES FOR 
RIVER PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT

 Warning the risks of water shortages at provincial, 
national and regional-basin levels due to
unsustainable development and inadequate
management.

 Contributing to protection of Vietnam's interests of  
downstream country of international water 
resources  (Mekong River, Red River, etc.)

 Raising awareness of community and gender 
encouraging about water utilities as well as 
protecting of the health of rivers ...
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1. Policy advocacy on hydropower development on the Lower Mekong
Basin (from 2011 to date)

Impact :

 The international community, region recognise negative impacts of a  
series of large hydropower dams being built on Lower Mekong Basin

 Promote bilateral and multilateral dialogues between countries in
basin to find solutions to the sustainable development of water
resources in the Mekong Basin..

 Facilitate further in-depth studies on mainstream hydropower
impacts on downstream countries such as the Strategic
Environmental Assessment of the Mekong River Basin (SEA); Study
on impacts of the Mekong River to the Mekong Delta (MDS), Mekong
River Basin Impact Study (MRC).

 Promote the formation of many internationaland regional Mekong  
forums.

2. Impacts of hydropower development in Viet Nam and 
impacts  on the environment - ecology - livelihoods
(2012-2014)

Impact :
 The National Assembly has implemented a program to monitor the

implementation of policies and legislation on hydropower
development and issue the Resolution (No. 62/2013 / QH13): On
strengthening the management of planning and investment
construction and operation of hydropower plants

 "The overall review of hydropower planning according to the
Resolution of the National Assembly has been strictly implemented
by Government, banning out/tempolary stop/consideration of 424
projects, temporarily suspended for 136 projects, not considered
included in the planning. 172 potential positions, continue to review
and evaluate 158 projects.”

 Further establishment of inter-reservoirs re

 Reduction of deforestation for hydropower

 Improvement of coomunities/people awareness of the
positive/negative impacts of hydropower development
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3. Tranh River 2 Hydropower : Animation from
earthquake  triggered by reckless development
(2014).

Impact:

Disaster warning if a dam breaks

Stop water storage when unsafe condition and  
installation of earthquake measuring, monitoring
and  warning systems;

4. Stop construction of Dong Nai 6 and 6A hydropower
dams for encroachment on Cat Tien National Park
(2014)

Impact:

 Investors have to re-do EIA

 VRN Experts invitedto participatein the EIA’ 
appraisal  Board and invited to discuss with Minister 
of MONRE

 High consensus and support of Dong Nai province

Government decided to stop construction of 
hydropower  projects DN 6 and 6A.
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5. Urban renovation projects by encroachment of  Dong Nai 
river to build apartment buildings and estate

Impact:

Investors re-prepareed EIA.

The VRN’s Experts invited to discuss with Minister
and managers of the MONRE and invited to EIA
Appraisal Board.

Current activities of Dong Nai river suspened.

6. Trans-Asia Waterway Project - Construct 6 dams
on Red River from Viet Tri to Lao Cai

Impact:
The government has not approved the MPI proposal

to build six dams on Red River to improve navigation
and power generation.

MONRE was assigned to plan Red river and Thai
Binh Rivers.

The consultant was invited to discuss with the public,
participate in consultative dialogue with Minister of
MONRE.



07/28/2021

14

Understand problem to be discussed in a scientific and clear way.

Provide for related stakeholders with best possible data.

 Deeply understand the legal basis of problem.

Comments/criticism but should provide a feasible solutions for
problems raised.

Networking, communication plays a very important role in bringing
public opinions (both national and international).

 Pensive and pursuit tireless.

Support from VUSTA is important factor in helping VNR to facilitate
process of consultation with National Assembly, Government’s agencies
and othe related Stakeholders.

LESSONS LEARNED

Thank you very much


